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SONGS OF PRAISE 

 

“Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee 

How great thou art, how great thou art!” 
  

Russian Hymn: Translated Stuart K Hine (1899-1989) 



HYMN: CH4: 154 

O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the works thy hand hath made 

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder 

Thy power throughout the universe displayed 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee 

 How great thou art, how great thou art 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee 

 How great thou art, how great thou art 

 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees 

When I look up from lo4y mountain grandeur 

And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee… 

 

And when I think that God his Son not sparing 

Sent him to die—I scarce can take it in 

That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing 

He bled and died to take away my sin 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee 

 How great thou art, how great thou art 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee 

 How great thou art, how great thou art 
 

    Russian hymn: translated Stuart K Hine (1899-1989) 



WELCOME  

Friends,  

Good Morning and welcome to our What’s App Sunday Service 

Today our theme is  “Songs of Praise” 

It’s all about music, singing, and praising God 

 

We sing when we’re happy 

We sing when we’re sad 

We sing in the bathtub 

We sing in the church 

We sing using our voices alone 

We sing accompanied by musical instruments 

 We sing, we sing, we sing 

Even when we can’t sing—we sing! 

 

There’s a lovely hymn, wri=en by Graham Kendrick,  

that begins with these words, 

  “Jesus puts this song into our hearts 

  Jesus puts this song into our hearts 

  It’s a song of joy no one can take away 

  Jesus puts this song, into our hearts.”         (CH4: 692) 

 

It seems to me that Jesus wants us to sing. We’re designed to sing! 

In Psalm  66 verse 2 : we read: 

“Sing to the glory of his name; offer him glory and praise!” 



CALL to WORSHIP 

Let us now sing to the glory of his name and offer him glory and praise. 

 

INTRODUCTION to the THEME 

Did you know that the heart of the Bible is a song? 

Did you know that? 

 

If you open your Bible right in the middle,  

you will find the Book of Psalms, 

and psalms are SONGS 

SINGING is at the heart of our worship 

 

Over the past seventeen weeks of lockdown 

Sunday by Sunday 

Our worship has been richly blessed 

Not only by the contribuGon from the children 

And not only by the contribuGon from many others who have read 

scripture, prayers, told stories, and shared inspiraGonal verses 

Sunday by Sunday our worship has been richly blessed 

 through the gi4 of music and song. 

We do indeed thank everyone who brings our worship alive through 

their parGcipaGon but we especially thank  

David and Jack , Margaret, the Lee family, and, I’m sure, others too,  

for their music & song which has helped us 

in the privacy of our homes  

to sing to the glory of God and offer him glory and praise. 



 

PRAYER 

 

Lord Jesus, you have indeed put a song into our hearts 

A song of joy that no one and nothing can ever take away. 

From the beginning of the day to its ending 

Songs of praise should be upon our lips 

Music and song is very much at the heart of our worship 

Not just on a Sunday morning, but every minute of every day. 

Thank you Lord God for the beauty of a lovely voice 

Thank you for the gi4 of music that sGrs the heart 

Thank you for words of scripture that ring in our hearts and inspire us, 

day by day. 

We want to sing for joy to God our strength 

And we want to shout aloud  to the God of Jacob 

Help us Lord, to sing a new song that sweeps across the land 

And encourages others to praise your Holy Name 

Amen 

 

 

 

 



 

SCRIPTURE 
 

Psalm 81:1-3 

Sing for joy to God our strength 

Shout aloud to the God of Jacob 

Begin the music, strike the tambourine 

Play the melodious harp and lyre 

Sound the ram’s horn at the New Moon, 

And when the moon is full. 
 

Psalm 89:1 

I will sing of the love of the Lord for ever 

With my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all 

generaGons 

I will declare that your love stands firm for ever. 
 

Psalm 138:1 

I will praise you, O Lord, with all my heart 

Before the “gods” I will sing your praise. 
 

Psalm 146:1 

Praise the Lord, O my soul, 

I will praise the Lord all my life.  

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.” 



SCRIPTURE 

LUKE 1: 46-55 

MARY’S SONG 

 

And Mary said: 

Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

For he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant 

From now on all generaGons will be blessed 

For the Mighty One has done great things for me 

Holy is his name 

His mercy extends to those who fear him, 

From generaGon to generaGon  

He has performed mighty deeds with his arms 

He has sca=ered those who are proud,  

in their inmost thoughts 

He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

But he has li4ed up the humble 

He has filled the hungry with good things 

He has sent the rich away empty 

He has helped his servant Israel 

Remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants 

For ever, even as he said to out fathers. 

   Luke 1: 46-55  (New English Bible)  



WELL LOVED HYMNS 

Our favourite hymns may have words that touch a chord. 

They may be sung to a tune that speaks to us and lingers on our lips for 

days on end. 

Our favourite hymns may bring back special memories. 

We all have our favourite hymns and yet quite ironically it could well be 

that my favourite hymn is one of your least favourite and vice versa.  

There are hundreds and hundreds of hymns.  

Our reasons for liking a parGcular hymn, at a parGcular Gme,  are just as  

numerous as the number of hymns. 

 

WHAT INSPIRES THE GREAT HYMN WRITERS?  

When Timothy Dudley-Smith was sent a review copy of the 1961 New 

English Bible, he was very much struck by the  beginning of Luke’s    

Gospel. In this version, the Magnificat,  or “Song of Mary,”  begins with 

the words, “Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord.” They inspired 

him to write one of the most popular of all modern hymns.  

In many other versions of the Bible, Luke 1:46 reads: 

“My soul praises the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour” 

Of course these are lovely words too but I must admit that I find       

Timothy Dudley-Smith’s paraphrase “Tell out, my soul, the greatness of 

the Lord.” quite inspiraGonal and beauGful to sing. He changes a few  

words of scriptural prose into a hymn of praise, that has touched the 

hearts of millions for many, many years and conGnues to do so. 



HYMN: CH4: 286 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice 

Tender to me the promise of his word 

In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name 

Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done 

His mercy sure, from age to age the same 

His Holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One 

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might 

Powers and dominions lay their glory by 

Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight 

The hungry fed, the humble li4ed high 

 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word 

Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

To children’s children and for evermore. 

 

   Timothy Duddley-Smith  (b1926) 

   Based on the Magnificat, “Song of Mary”  from The New English Bible 

 



 

FAVOURITE HYMNS 

 

Clips of people either singing 

Or  

Speaking about their 

 

FAVOURITE HYMNS 



Time with the Children 

 

Story for the children about     

Singing, music or favourite hymns 

(Barbara?) 

  



 

SHORT REFLECTION ON THE ROLE OF MUSIC IN THE BIBLE 

 

Music played a central part in the life of Israel. 

Every facet of its life  and every stage of its history were marked by 

music. 

Music was present when people greeted each other and said farewell. 

Music was present when people were married and were buried. 

Music was present when people went off to war and were welcomed 

back from it. 

From the least to the greatest, biblical people sang  and played          

instruments.  At the everyday level we find romanGc songs; working 

songs  and drinking songs! Major events in the life of the people were 

celebrated with music and song. 

From the beginning, music and song were at the heart of temple    

worship, a tradiGon that conGnued when the second temple was built. 

There were string, wind and percussion instruments. All this is seen as 

a natural or fiNng response to what God has done for his people. This 

role of music and song was conGnued in the early Church. 

In addiGon to expressing praise and joy, music is associated with such 

varied moods as consolaGon, thanksgiving and deliverance. 

The evocaGve image of singing “a new song “ appears nine Gmes in 

the Bible. An implied contrast to “old songs” it is an image of the 

transformed life of faith, the dynamic, ever-changing nature of  a life 

lived in fellowship with God, and the perpetual renewal of God’s     

grace and mercy in the life of a believer. 

SomeGmes God or his Spirit is said to be the source of the skills that 

produce music and song, so that music assumes the quality of a gi4 

and inspiraGon.   

“Sing to him a new song; play skilfully; and shout for joy. (Psalm 33:3) 



 
REFLECTION ON THE ROLE  OF MUSIC IN THE BIBLE (con�nued) 

Music, both instrumental and vocal, is o4en menGoned in the Bible. No 

wedding feast or funeral procession was complete without music. Hired 

musicians piped or mourned as the occasion demanded, and              

entertained at private feasts and celebraGons.  

Music formed a part of the daily ritual at the Temple service. A Levite 

choir sang morning and evening the Psalm for the day,    someGmes   

accompanied by instrumental music. The Book of Psalms, which is the 

Hebrew’s religious song-book, contains many references to making a 

“joyful noise before the Lord” 

Trumpets were used greatly in religious services and processions. Horns 

were perhaps the earliest form of trumpet, made from curved horns of 

rams. Their blast is loud and penetraGng, hence the reason why they 

were blown at religious ceremonies and processions. Rams’ horns are 

used by Jews in  modern synagogue worship. It is suitable as a call to 

a=enGon, a summons, or a warning. And in PalesGne today, shepherd 

boys make pipes or whistles of reeds, probably in the same way that 

David did. With trumpet and pipes the people rejoiced at Solomon’s 

anoinGng as David’s successor. 

Throughout scripture the individual believer is encouraged to receive 

and give voice to God in song.  It is small wonder, then, that the refusal 

of music becomes the most poignant way to express  the Israelite’s   

devastaGon as they are marched off into exile in Babylon. “ On the     

willows there we hung up our lyres,  “How shall we sing the Lord’s song 

in a foreign land?” 

We do indeed give thanks for music and song in our worship today. 



 

 

SHORT TALK 

By 

The Minister 

“Pulling out all the stops” 

(On next pages) 

 



 

PULLING OUT ALL THE STOPS 

“Do not weary in well-doing” 

      2 Thessalonians 3:13 
 

Several Gmes during the week 

I heard myself say, “I need to 

pull out all the stops” 

On one occasion I was working in the garden and was absolutely          

determined to get it all done before the rain came on. I said to Jim, “I 

can’t come in just now, I need to pull out all the stops if I am going to 

manage this before it rains.” Thankfully I did not weary in doing well and 

was successful in the garden.  

On another occasion again I said “I need to pull out all the stops if I am 

going to submit parGcular documents on Gme.” Again I did not weary in 

doing-well” and submi=ed the documents  before the deadline. 

And yet again, on another occasion I said to a friend, “We need to pull 

out all the stops if we are going to get the church cleaned in Gme for the 

Health & Safety InspecGon.” We have not wearied in our work and 

should achieve our overall goal. 

And week by week, as I watch our What’s App Services, grow and     

flourish, I think to myself, with deep appreciaGon,  “A lot of people are 

pulling out all the stops to ensure worship is provided week by week.”  

It’s amazing how o4en we need to “Pull out all the stops” in our work 

and witness and how willing people are to do it.   



But what does ‘pulling out all the stops’ mean? 

Well, I found the answer in the church—do you know how? 

Let me explain. 

Take a moment and think about the church organ. 

On many church organs you will see lots of li=le knobs, and these are 

called ‘stops’ 

By using the ‘stops’ the organist can control the sound which the organ 

makes, and by pulling out different ‘stops’, different pipes and          

combinaGons of pipes come into play, and the organist can produce all 

kinds of wonderful sounds. 

 If only one ‘stop’ is pulled out, the sound would be very quiet (and in 

fact our singing would be louder) 

If a few ‘stops’ are pulled out, the sound is more like what we expect. 

If ALL of the ‘stops’ were pulled out…. Oh my goodness what a great 

sound there would be. But if the organist played like that all of the 

Gme, then we would never hear ourselves sing. 

So, when someone says that they are ’pulling out all the stops’ to do a 

thing, they mean that they are giving that thing ALL their energy and 

power. Whaw! 

When Paul was wriGng to the ChrisGan people in Thessalonica, he 

asked them to ’pull out all the stops’. He remembered how easy it      

always is to begin a thing with enthusiasm, but how difficult it is to 

keep on going, and he said to them, “Friends, do not weary in well-

doing.”  Nothing is worse than a thing which is done half-heartedly, so 

in our following of Jesus and in our service, let’s be sure that we      

conGnue to ‘pull out all the stops” and never Gre in praising God.   



HYMN: MP: 99 

I will sing, I will sing, a song unto the Lord 

I will sing , I will sing, a song unto the Lord 

I will sing, I will sing, a song unto the Lord 

Alleluia, glory to the Lord 
 

 Alleluia, alleluia, glory to the Lord 

 Alleluia, alleluia, glory to the Lord 

 Alleluia, alleluia, glory to the Lord 

 Alleluia, glory to the Lord 

 

We will come, we will come, as one before the Lord…. 

Alleluia, glory to the Lord... 

 

If the Son, if the Son shall make you free… 

You shall be free indeed... 

 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy… 

Alleluia, glory to the Lord... 

 

Ev’ry knee shall bow and ev’ry tongue confess… 

That Jesus Christ is Lord ... 

 

In his name, in his name we have the victory… 

Alleluia, glory to the Lord… 

 

  Max Dyer  Copyright © 1974, 1975, CelebraGon Services 

                InternaGonal  Ltd. 



 

ANOTHER WELL KNOWN HYMN 
 

AMAZING GRACE 

WriDen by John Newton (1725-1807) 

 

A violent storm at sea was the turning point in John Newton’s life. 

Motherless at six and sent to sea on his eleventh birthday, he soon      

became a rebel. He was pressganged into the Navy and flogged for      

deserGon.  

Newton became involved with the African slave-trade and came close to 

starvaGon while living in extreme poverty in Sierra Leone. 

But in March 1748, at the age of twenty-three, he was on board a cargo 

ship which was fighGng for its life against heavy seas and rough weather. 

Worn out and almost frozen, he called out for God’s mercy at the height 

of the storm, and was amazed to be saved from almost certain death. 

Newton’s life had many twists and turns. Eventually he renounced his    

involvement with slave-trading and, at thirty-nine, became a minister in 

the Church. He persuaded the young William Wilberforce to stay in      

poliGcs, and joined him in the fight to abolish the slave-trade 

(Hallelujah!) 

John Newton, out of his amazing life saving and life transforming           

experience, wrote the words for the well known hymn: Amazing Grace. 

 



 

HYMN: CH4: 555 
 

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now am found 

Was blind but now I see 
 

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 
 

The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and porGon be 

As long as life endures 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, 

I have already come 

Tis grace that brought me safe thus far 

And grace will lead me home 
 

Yes, when this heart and flesh shall fail 

And mortal life shall cease 

I shall possess within the veil 

A life of joy and peace 

      John Newton (1725-1807) 



 

PRAYER 

How sad it is, Lord God, 

when the people’s of the world 

cannot live in harmony. 

How sad it is, indeed 

when the beauty and the power of your life changing Word 

is muted by the noise of resounding gongs or clanging cymbals. 

How sad it is 

for our love and respect for others should be like a love song, 

a love song for Jesus. 

Open our ears, Lord, to the inner sound of deep reflecGve         

silence  

Open our hearts, Lord,  to the beat of your compassionate heart 

and fill our lives with the joy of a new song 

so that everything we do and say in your precious name 

becomes a song of praise  

enriching our lives  

and the lives of others  

Amen 



 

HYMN: CH4:804 

 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth in peace 

And the mountains and the hills shall break forth before 

you 

There’ll be shouts of joy, and the trees of the field 

Shall clap, shall clap their hands 

And the trees of the field shall clap their hands 

And the trees of the field shall clap their hands 

And the trees of the fields shall clap their hands 

And you’ll go out with joy 

 

     Stuart Dauermann  (b.1944) 

 

 



 

 

BLESSING 

 

Lord, make me an  instrument 

An Instrument of worship 

As I li4 up my hands in your name 

 

Lord make us a symphony 

A symphony of worship 

As we li4 up our hands in your name 

 

So that together 

We will sing you 

A love song 

A love song of worship 

As we li4 up our hands in your name 

And received your blessings 

Now and always 

Amen 

 

 

 

 


